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Islamic Republic of IRAN

Ministry of Sport & Youth
Minister

Tuesday, 9" March 2021

H.E. Shaikh Salman Bin Ebrahim Al Khalifa
President
AFC

Subject: Preliminary Competition

Preliminary Joint Qualification Round 2 - FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022™ / AFC Aslan Cup China 2023™
Invitation to Host the Centralized Group C Matches

Football Federation Islamic Republic of Iran

Dear President,

I trust this letter finds you in the best of health and spirit.

Reference is made to the letter received from Asian Football Confederation on 05 March 2021 about the
hosting of Preliminary Joint Competitions Round 2 - FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 and other events in
territory of Islamic Republic of Iran.

Pursuant to this letter | am writing to further explain our position vis-a-vis our Federation’s expression of
interest to host the remaining eight Group C fixtures of the Preliminary Joint Qualification Round 2 of FIFA
World Cup Qatar 2022™ and AFC Asian Cup China 2023™.

We wish to make it clear from the outset that the hosting issue of the remaining eight Group C fixtures of
the joint FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022™ and AFC Asian Cup China 2023™ should be considered separate to
our clubs’ interest to host the Group stage of the AFC Champions League 2021, our federation’s interest in
hosting the AFC U23 Asian Cup 2022, the AFC Futsal Asian Cup 2022 Qualifiers and the AFC U23 Asian Cup
2024 competitions.

As peritem 4. of the (Encl -2) WCQ22 ACQ23 PR2 — General Bidding Information] “All commercial rights of
(except for the broadcasting rights within the PMAs countries)

Member " In this regard and in our case the remaining eight Group C fixtures, belong to the

host member association and not the Asian Football Confederation. Therefore, the concern regarding

chall facing the activities of AFC C Rights Partner, Ct Affiliates and

appointed service providers to/from the territory of IR Iran is not relevant here.

In this same ie. iminary Joint Round 2 of FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022™ and
AFC Asian Cup China 2023™, we puvlousiv hosted Cambodia on 10 October 2019 in the only home fixture
of our first four qualifying matches under the same political sanctions and reslrlnlons ©on our country. We
extended our full cooperation to our Cambodian guests, match offi
in terms of entry visas, hospitality and any equipment that they brought to our territory. Our guests left
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with the exact same ‘without any difficulty
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Islamic Republic of IRAN

Minister

In terms of providing a clean feed of the eight remaining Group C b our four
fellow AFC member associations of Bahrain, Cambodia, Hong Kong and Iraq for their territory, we will abide
by this commitment. We will also be prepared to provide a clean world feed to other interested parties
who might approach us for any TV related matter.

In relation to logistical for i Member Referees and any official
present for the remaining eight Group C fixtures of the Preliminary Joint Qualification Round 2 of FIFA
World Cup Qatar 2022™ and AFC Asian Cup China 2023™, we will be fully responsible and as such no
financial transaction will take place by the Asian Football Confederation, exactly similar to the first and only
home fixture we have had so far against Cambodia on 10* October 2019 in this exact same competition.
Therefore, all restrictions have been outlined in AFC letter of Friday, 5™ March 2021 do not apply to the
remaining eight Group C fixtures of the Preliminary Joint Qualification Round 2 of FIFA World Cup Qatar
2022™ and AFC Asian Cup China 2023™ that are to be played in a centralized format.

Our country is in the exact position and set of international circumstances as we were in October 2019
when we staged our only Group C home fixture to date against Cambodia.

In this context it should be noted that all national and international friendly matches are held regularly in
Iran in this tough pandemic situation and such kind of double standard probable decisions may be taken
by AFC are not so much reasonable and acceptable.

With three home matches remaining for IR Iran to play against Bahrain, Hong Kong and Iraq, we expect to
be granted the hosting rights of the remaining Group C matches, as other seeded teams such as Australia,
China, Korea Republic, Japan, Saudi Arabia and United Arab Emirates should be expected to host the
‘balance of their Group matches in a centralized format,

We anticipate that the FIFA and Asian Football C¢ keep the matter of hosting of the
Preliminary Joint Qualification Round 2 of FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022™ and AFC Asian Cup China 2023"™
Group fixtures separate from all other continental competitions listed in AFC letter of Friday, 5" March.

In the meantime, we expect and do believe that the FIFA and Asian Football Confederation will act as per
the spirit of “Fair Play” in alevel
playing field for all your Memher Assoclulons at all levels of the game we all lov- the game that unites us
across our great and vast continent.

In the end and as the final point, it should be notified under any circumstances we will not accept the
remained matches to be held in Bahrain, in line with the fair play principles and hosting rights of Islamic
Republic of Iran.

Thanking you in advance and looking forward to receive your help and cooperation for this mean.

With my best personal re
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